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CLAIMS: The following is a listing of all claims in the application with their status and the 
text of all active claims. 

1, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computerized classification system, [comprising th e 
following m e an s] comprising : 

[m e ans fo r or ganizing e ntiti e s that have differ e nt typ e s,] 

- a processor, for organizing entities th at have different types, 

- means for organizing some or all of said entities in a tree, with parent-child 
relationships, so that said entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not 
necessary that a graphical representation of said tree exists, 

- means for managing, at least, category-entities and criterion-entities, and optionally 
also instance-entities, 

- a memory, for storing the data associated to said entities, 
wherein: 

- said instance-entities [ might ] correspond to objects, concepts, events, characteristics, 
ideas or [ other entity typ e] any type of object belonging to any realm of reality, 

- the purpose of said category-entities is to create different classes to which said 
instance-entities can be assigned, 

- the purpose of said criterion-entities is to create different classification criteria, after 
which different category-entities can be created, 

- at least one of said criterion-entities is: 

a. the child node of one of sa id category entities, or 

b. the child node of another one of said criterion entities, or 

c. tfre child node of one of said category entities and the child node of another one of 
said criterion entities* 

- at least one of said criterion-entities does not belong to a group of criterion nodes 
Rssociated to the feature of criteria replication. 

whoroin paid syst e m can bo of different types, ouch as for example one of tho fol l owing 

. an tndopondont comput e rized system that comprises a soroon and other m e ans ^ 

a- computerized oyotom that might not havo a screen but which oomprises 

t elecommunication moans for tho user of th o invention to connoot with said system, in a 
w ay that in order for said user to establish said connection, said us e r might us e a s e cond 
computerized syatcrn that might have a scr ee n, 
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a different typ e of syst e m with diff e r e nt characteristics. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising 
means for showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree, [ wherein th e r e might exist 
di fferent ways to implement said arbor e al structur e , whoroin it is possibl e that ] wherein all 
of the instance-entities, or only part of them, or none of them appear in said arboreal 
structure, whor o it happens that: 

4 — the instance entities that.appoar in said arboreal structure could be represented as 
belonging to all the cat e gory ontities to which they belong or only to some of th e m, 

« — in said arboreal structur e , th e~$ f itorion ontiti e s and the category entities could alt e rnat e , 
so that a criterion e ntity - oould b e th e par e nt of a category ontity and vic o v e rsa, and a 
criterion e ntity can b e parent of other criterion ontitie o J 

and wherein in [sash] said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child nodes of 

criterion-instances can have the same level of indentation or a different level of indentation 

as said parent criterion- instances. 

3. (CANCELED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, further comprising 
means for emphasizing the criterion-entities with respect to the rest of entities in said 
structure, wherein said means [ could be for oxample j comprises one or more of the 
following means: a special text, a special font type, or a special font format [, or other 

JMAflllcl 

5. (CANCELED) 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (CANCELED) 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, further comprising 
means for modifying said tree wherein said modifying comprises adding or removing 
entities J— ea ch as for oxamplo for adding or removing ontiti e s — without requiring to 
modify th e number of contro ls that oxist in the graphical interfac e in which said arboreal 
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gtructuro ia ahown, so that tho only modification that is noccaaary to mak e is to modify the 
s et of nodes that e xist in gaid arboreal structure] 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, [fa rther comprising 
moa f M for cat e gorizing instance) ontiticj io such as way that the uoor adds an i n stance entity 
in diff e r e nt positions of oaid arbor e al structure and said system crcatco a classification f ef 
b j id Imtonco entity that reflects th e eatogory ontitios that appaar as paront node of said 
instanc e e nti for] further comprising: 

( a ) means for adding at least one instance-entity as child no de of one or more category 
entities^ 

(b) means for identifying said one or more catego ry-entities. 

(c) means for creating a classificatio n st ri ng that comprises the codes of said one or more 
cate gory-entities, 

(d) means for assigning said classification string to said instance-entity. 

10. (CANCELED) 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising; 

(a) means for adding at least one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more ca tegory- 
entities, 

(b) means for identifying the criterion-entities that are complete, incomplete and neutral, 
for said instance entities, 

so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected category-entities or too 
few, in order to make a correct [ cat e gorizati on] classification of one or more instance- 
entities. 
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12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further [ compr i sing 
means for porforming search e s on in st anoo entiti e s, so tha t- thc search strings arc built after 
one or moro category entities or instance e ntiti es that might hav e- boon s e l e ct e d. ] 
comprising: 

(a) means for choosing one or more c ategory-entities 

(b) means for identifying the codes that are associated to said one or more category-entities 
that have been chosen. 

(c) means for creating a search string which comprises said codes and option ally one or 
more boolean operators. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
£a} means for classifying instance-entities by using [ c e rtain ] classification strings, wherein: 

- said classification strings are character strings, 

- said classification strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [fee] a 
plurality of codes [ assign e d to said instance e ntiti es], wherein said plurality of 
codes [ can bo of sovoral typoo, suoh as for e*aff»pk>] comprises one or more of the 
following types of codes: 

~ codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is 
assigned, 

~ codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [to which said category- entities 
betftt^g] which are ancestor nodes to said category-entities, 

- said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to 
distinguish where each of the codes starts and ends, with the purpose of eliminating 
the ambiguity created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

£b] [and wherein there exist] means for storing said classification strings in a database, [so 
that they con be] either stored in a single field or in several fields in a disaggregated 
fashion fc-a ud whoroin said database can be a r e lational database or other type of 
database ]. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in [eteim-44] claim 13, [fa rther 
comprising m eans for soarching instance entities by using said classification strings, 
wh o r o in said s e arch is based on finding the instances in whos e classification strings there 
u ji ia imUin ; cts o f nhnr a rtrr;, f n r H'hirh <\m* n^^ ™" " r * mrtnhnninrng nu'oh ag the 
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e*E*e Q5ion "LIKE" of SQL (Structured Qu e ry Languag e ) or other oimllar mochanisms Q 
further comprising : 

(a) means for creatine a database query by adding operators of a database query language, 
wherein one of these operators can be the operator "LI KE" of SQL (Structured Query 
Language) and by adding codes of one or more category-entities, 

(b) means for executing a search over instanc e-entities bv applying said database query to 
said field or fields of instance-e ntities which contain said classification strings. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computerized method for classifying entities of different 
types, comprising the following steps: 

- adding category-entities and criterion-entities to the classification and, optionally, also 
adding instance-entities, wherein 

- said instance-entities [*Hgh*J correspond to objects, concepts, events, 
characteristics, ideas or [othor entity type ] any type of object belonging to any 
realm of reality, 

- the purpose of said category-entities is to create different classes to which said 
instance-entities can be assigned, 

~ the purpose of said criterion-entities is to create different classification criteria, 
after which different category-entities can be created, 

- organizing some or all of said entities in a tree, with parent-child relationships, so that 
said entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not necessary that a 
graphical representation of said tree exists, and wherein: 

i at least one of said criter ion-entities is: 

a. the child node of one of said cat egory entities, or 

b. the child node of another one of said criterion entities^ or 

c. the child node of one of said category entities and the child node of another one 
of said criterion entities, 

ii at least one of said criterion-en t it ies does not be l ong to a group of criterion nodes 
associated to the feature of criteria replication . 

[whoroin said method is booed on a comput e riz e d syst e m that can bo of different typ e s, 
such as for e xample on e of the following oneo t 

i an indopondont computerized method that oomprisoo a ocroon and othor means, 

ii a computerized method that might not havo a screen but which compris es 
telecommunication m e an s for the usor of tho invention to conn e ct w i th said method, in 
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g way that in ordor for said us e r to establish said connection, said us e r might use a 
second computerized method that mi gh t have a oor ee n, 
iii a difforont typo of m e thod with - difforent charactoriptios. ] 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
the Step of showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree, [ whoroin thorc might 
exist difforcnt ways to implomcnt paid arboroal structure, ] wherein it is possible that all of 
the instance-entities, or only part of them, or none of them, appear in said arboreal 
structure, [and wh e re it happens that: 

i the instanc e entities that app e ar in said arboroal struoturo could be repr e s e nt e d a s 
bolonging to all th e ca t egory e ntiti e s to which they b el ong or only to som e of th e m, - 

ii in said arbor e al structure, the criterion - entiti e s and the category entiti e s oould alternat e , 
so that a crit e rion e ntity could bo the parent of a category e ntity and vioo v e rsa, and a 
criterion entity can be parent of oth e r criterion entities, ] 

and wherein in [suehj said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child nodes of 
criterion-instances can have the same level of indentation or a different level of indentation 
as said parent criterion-instances. 

17. (CANCELED) 
18- (CANCELED) 

19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CANCELED) 

21. (CANCELED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising 
the step of modifying said tre e, wherein said modifying comprises adding o r removing 
entities! — such a s for exampl e for adding or removing entities — without requiring to 
modify th e number of controls that oxdrt in the graphical interface in which said arboreal 
c tr uctur o \z 2hovm T S 6 thn* tflg> nn1 y ™"diflnntinn thnt ir . nnnfe^nry to mnlco is to modify th e 
s ot of nodes that e xist in said arboreal structure^ 
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23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 16, [ farther comprising 
the step of categorizing instance entities in such a s^vay- thnt th e us e r addo an instance entity 
in diff e r e nt po o ttions of said arboreal structur e and s aid sy s t e m creates a classification for 
said instanco ontity that r e flects the category e ntities that app e ar as par e nt node of said 
inr . tnnn e B ntiW -1 further comprising the steps of; 

(a) adding one or more instance-entities as child nodes of one or mo re category-entities, 

(b) identifying s aid one or more category-entities, 

( C ) creating a classification string that comprises the codes of said one or more category - 
entities, 

(d) means for assigning said classificati on string to said instance-entity, 

24. (CANCELED) 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
the stens of: 

(a) adding at least one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more category-entities, 

(b) identifyin g the criterion-entities that are comp lete, incomplete and neutral, for said 
instance entities. 

so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected category-en tities or too 
few, in order to make a correct categorization of on e or more instance-entities, 
[tho stop of cat e gorizing instanc e e ntities, where said stop comprises the following 
subst e ps: 

(a) said classification strings arc character strings, 

(b) au tomatically identifying the criterion e ntiti e s that are compl e te r incomplete and 
neu tral, so that the user can ass oo s whether th e re exist too many sel e ct e d cat e gory 
e ntities or too f ew?] 
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26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further [ comprising 
tho stop of performing s e arches on instano e e ntiti es , so that tho search strings ar c bui l t after 
one or more category entities or instance entities that might have b ee n s e l e ct e d, ] 
comprising! 

(a) choosing one or more categor y-entities 

(b) identifying the codes that are associated to said one or more categ ory-entities that have 
been chosen 

(c) creating a search string which comprises said codes and optionally one or more boolean 
operators. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
the [step] steps of: 

(a) classifying instance-entities by using [certain] classification strings, wherein: 

- said classification strings are character strings, 

- said classification strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [the] a 
plurality of codes [as signed to said instance e ntities ], wherein said plurality of 
[ codes con bo of several typ e s, such oo for exampl e , ] comprises one or more of the 
following types of codes: 

- codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is 
assigned, 

~ codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [to which said category entiti e s 
fegkmg] which are ancestor nodes to sa id category-entities. 

- [ oth o r types of cod e s,] 

- said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to 
distinguish where each of the codes starts and ends, with the purpose of eliminating 
the ambiguity created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

£h) [ and wherein said classification strings might b e stor e d] storing said classification 
strings in a database, [so that they can bo stored ] either in a single field or in several 
fields in a disaggregated fashion [, and wherein Gaid databa se- <mn be a r e lational 
database or othor typo of databas e ] . 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 27, [further comprising 
t ho step of searching instanc e e ntiti e s - by using said classification string s , wherein said 
search is basod on finding th o instanc e s in whose classification strings thoro exist certain 
sots of characters) for which said means can uso mechanism s such as th e e xpr e s sion 
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- LIKE" of SQL (Structured Query Language) or oth e r similar mechanisms ] further 
comprising the steps of : 

(a) creating a database query bv adding operators of a da tabase query language, wherein 
one of these o perators can be the operator "LIKE" of SOL fStructured Query 
Language) and bv adding codes of one or more categor y-entities^ 

(b) executing a search over instance-entities bv applying s aid database query to said field 
or fields of instanc e-entities which contain said classification strings. 

29. (CANCELED) 

30. (CANCELED) 

31. (CANCELED) 

32- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program embedded in a computer readable 
storage medium that, when executed by one or more processors of a computer, allows said 
one of more processors to perform the method of claim 15, [ following stops: 

(a) croating a classification of e ntiti e s , 

(b) adding category entities and criterion e ntiti e s to the classification m i d, optionally, abo 
adding inotancc - cntitios, wh erem 

i said instance e ntiti e s might corr e spond to obj e cts, concepts, ovonts, charact e ristics, 

i deas or other entity typ e b e longing to any realm of reality, 
« the purpos e of said category entities is to create different clas ses- to which said 

instance entiti e s can bo assigned, 
ii i the purpose of said crit e rion e ntities is to create differ e nt classification crit e ria, 

after which different cat e gory cntitios can be created, 

(c) organizing som e or all of paid ontiti e s in a tree, with parent child relationship s , s o that 
said entiti e s correspond to tho nodes of said tr eer where it is not necessary that a 
graphical r e pr e s e ntation of said tr oo exists. ] 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable storage medium containing computer 
executable instructions that, when interpreted by one or more processors of a computer, 
allows said one of more processors to perform the method o f claim 15. [ the following st e p sr 
(a) croating a classification of e ntiti e sv 
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(b) ndding category ontitios and criterion ontitico to the classification and, optionally, also 
adding inotonce e ntities, wh e r e in 

i said instanc e ontitioc might correspond to objects, ooncopts, o vont G , characteristics, 
4deas or other entity typo belonging to any r e alm of reality, 

ii tho purpose of paid cat e gory e ntities is to create differ e nt olao3C9 to which said 
instance - entities can b e assigned, 

iiitho purpos e of said criterion entities is to creat e different classification criteria, a fter 
which diff e rent category entities can b e cr eated? 

(c) o rganizing some or all of said entities in a tree, with parent child relationships, oo that 
said ontitios correspond to the nodes of said tree, whore it is not nocosoary that a 
graphical r e presentation of said tree e xists.] 

34. (NEW) The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of said category entities is the child 
node of another one of said category entities. 

35. (NEW) The method of claim 15 wherein at least one of said category entities is the child 
node of another one of said category entities. 

36. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising the step of emphasizing the 
criterion-entities with respect to the rest of entities in said structure, wherein said step 
comprises one or more of the following substeps: a special text, a special font type, or a 
special font format. 
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